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A Level Literature in English

Syllabus 9695:  Paper 8 Coursework

Notes on: syllabus change, guidance on text choices, presentation of coursework folders, internal assessment and submission of samples

For Coursework submission with the syllabus change in 2016
NOTE:  The following forms are required:

· Form MS1 (Computer Printed Mark sheet) -If you have not received one of these, please contact CIE Customer Services either by email: info@cie.org.uk or phone +44 1223 553554
· Individual Candidate Cover Sheet -A specimen appears in this booklet, and may be photocopied as required.

· Assessment Summary Form -A specimen appears in this booklet, and may be photocopied as required.

1. Syllabus Requirements from 2016 
As stated in the syllabus for 2016-2018: 

· Candidates submit a folder of two essays on two texts (may include a selection of poems or short stories); the texts must not be set for study elsewhere in the syllabus, and must be whole works, originally written in English. 

· The two texts must be taken from two different forms (prose/poetry/drama).

· A minimum of 2000 and a maximum of 3000 words should be submitted in total (excluding quotations).

· The work will be internally marked and externally moderated.

· Candidates whose work is required for external moderation will be selected by Cambridge.

· The general coursework rules, published in the Cambridge Handbook, describe what is needed and give guidelines for internal (school-based) assessment of coursework.
2. Text Choices  

Texts should be selected on the basis of offering learners a range of work of literary merit and significance. The texts chosen must allow candidates the capacity to consider a range of critical views and interpretations. There are no genre or date restrictions for text choices; however, centres must refer to syllabus requirements listed above to guide their choices. 

If choosing to do a selection of poetry the poet cannot be listed elsewhere on the syllabus for the year of examination. 

If choosing to do a selection of poetry or short stories, please follow guidance from the Principal Examiner on the required coverage. We acknowledge that the amount may vary between different writers.  

Graphic novels and film scripts cannot be used as texts for assessment. 

Unless song lyrics have also been published as poetry they are not to be used as texts for assessment.

3. Presentation 

Each candidate’s essays must be securely fastened (e.g. stapled or with treasury tags) and presented in a lightweight card or plastic folder/wallet/envelope, marked clearly with the candidate’s name, centre number and candidate number. Each piece of work should also be clearly marked with the candidate’s name and centre number. Please do not send bulky and heavy binders. 

A completed Individual Candidate Cover Sheet must be submitted with each candidate’s coursework. 

Work may be handwritten or word processed. (There is no requirement to include a handwritten piece.)

Each piece of work should bear evidence of having been marked by the teacher. 

A completed Assessment Summary Form(s) must accompany the sample of coursework sent for external moderation. The top copy of the completed MS1 Form should be sent to CIE.

Centres are advised to keep their own copies of all documentation, including copies of the essays.

4. Completing the Individual Candidate Cover Sheet and Assessment Summary Form
Each essay must be awarded a mark out of 25, using the general Marking Criteria in appendix 1.1.  This mark should be entered in the relevant space on the Individual Candidate Cover Sheet.   

To produce a final overall mark for the folder as a whole, add together the marks for the two essays. All assessment objectives are equally weighted and considered in the assessment of the candidate’s folder. Assessment involves balancing the strengths and weaknesses in the candidate’s work.  
If a candidate has not submitted any work, a mark of A (ABSENT) should be recorded.  If a candidate has submitted one essay, it should be marked in the normal way (out of 25) and that mark recorded.

As well as entering the titles, dates, and marks for the individual essays, an overall summative comment by the teacher(s), which explains the final mark that has been given, should be provided in on the Individual Candidate Cover Sheet.  
5. Internal Moderation (where applicable)  

It is essential that the marks of candidates from different teaching groups within a Centre are moderated internally, where necessary.  This means that the marks awarded to all candidates within a Centre must be brought to a common standard by the teacher responsible for co-ordinating the internal assessment (i.e. the internal moderator), and a single valid and reliable set of marks (each out of 50) should be produced which reflects the relative attainment of all the candidates in the coursework component at the Centre.   

6. Assessment Summary Form

List the candidates in an order which will allow ease of transfer of information to a computer-printed Coursework mark sheet MS1 at a later stage (ideally in candidate index number order, where this is known.)  Show the teaching group or set for each candidate, if appropriate.  The initials of the teacher may be used to indicate group or set.   Indicate the marks (and total following internal moderation, where appropriate.)

The final column on the form is for the use of CIE’s External Moderator only.

The teacher completing the form should check it and complete and sign the bottom portion.

The form should be submitted with the sample required for External moderation.  Please indicate the candidates whose work has been selected by writing an asterisk against their candidate numbers on the form.

7. Choosing the Sample for External Moderation 
Cambridge International Examinations sends a computer-printed Coursework mark sheet MS1 to each Centre showing the names and index numbers of each candidate.  Transfer the total mark for each candidate to Form MS1.

Despatch the top sheet of the computer-printed Coursework mark sheet MS1 to CIE as soon as possible, and no later than 14 May for the May/June main session and 31 October for the main November session.

Send a sample of coursework folders to CIE for external moderation.  The sample should be selected to cover the ability range of the candidates. It should be sent together with this Summary Form and the Moderator’s copy of MS1 (marked ‘This copy is to be sent to the Moderator’), to CIE as soon as moderation is complete, and no later than 7 May (for the June GCE session) / 21 October (for the November GCE session).

Indicate the candidates whose folders have been selected for external moderation by means of an asterisk (*) against the candidates’ names on the Assessment Summary Form.  The size of the sample should be as follows:

	No. of candidates entered
	No. of candidates in sample

	0-10
	all candidates

	11-50
	10

	51-100
	15

	above 100
	20


Where more than one teacher is involved in marking the work, the sample must include candidates marked by all teachers.  Candidates must be selected so that the whole range is covered, with marks spaced as evenly as possible from the top mark to the lowest mark.

CIE may need to request further folders for external moderation, so please ensure that you retain any folders that are not being sent for external moderation.

8. Feedback Following External Moderation 

Centres will receive a brief report from the External Moderator on the assessment of their candidates’ work, following External Moderation.  This will be despatched at the time of the issue of results.

Appendix 1.1 Marking Criteria

	Individual essay mark (out of 25)
	Level Description 
Level descriptors are divided into K (Knowledge) U (Understanding) P (Personal Response) C (Content) U (Understanding) and O (Opinion). 

	22-25
	LEVEL 6 

Very good work 
Work showing detailed knowledge of texts, understanding of theme, characterisation, linguistic features and other textual issues. Awareness of literary conventions and contexts, techniques and genre characteristics, and the ability to address this knowledge and understanding with sustained relevance to the issues raised by the questions.  
K Evidence of a very good ability to select relevant knowledge to address the question with effective use of references and quotation. There may be evidence of sensitive awareness of the contexts in which the literary works studied were written and understood. 

U Evidence of very good understanding of ways in which writers’ choices of structure, form and language shape meanings with sustained analysis and sensitive appreciation of literary methods and effects and contexts, possibly including literary genres and conventions. 

P Personal response to texts will be perceptive, often freshly personal, fully supported with quotation, and may show originality in approach to and treatment of questions. 

C Candidates will express complex literary ideas and arguments with clarity and fluency. Answers will have a coherent structure, with logical progression and effectively linked paragraphs. Expression will be accomplished and appropriate. 

O Considers varying views, arguing a persuasive case, relevant to the question, with support from the text.

	18-21 
	LEVEL 5 

Proficient work
Work showing secure knowledge of the texts, understanding of themes and characters, some appropriate awareness of literary qualities and contexts, and the ability to address knowledge and critical understanding in a way relevant to the issues raised by the task.  
K Evidence of proficiency in selecting relevant knowledge to address the question with precise and integrated direct references to the text and supporting quotation. There may be evidence of awareness of the contexts in which the literary works studied were written and understood. 

U Evidence of intelligent understanding of ways in which writers’ choices of structure, form and language shape meanings, with analysis and appreciation of literary methods, effects and contexts.
P Evidence of personal response to the texts, relevant to the question, supported from the text, some originality of thought, straightforward and vigorously articulated, perhaps, rather than penetrating and subtle.

C Expression confident, with some complex ideas expressed with some fluency. Structure is sound. Literary arguments will be coherent, with progression of ideas through clearly linked paragraphs. In general, control of written English will be confident, with only occasional errors.
O Considers varying views and argues a case with support from the text.

	14-17
	LEVEL 4 
Competent work
Work showing sound knowledge of the texts relevantly addressed to the question.  There will be intelligent understanding on the levels of theme and character, and some evidence of sound appreciation of literary qualities, contexts, methods and effects.  
K Evidence of competence in selecting relevant knowledge of the text to address with some pertinent use of quotation and direct references. 

U Evidence of sound understanding of some aspects of ways in which writers’ choices of structure, form and language shape meanings, with some analysis and appreciation of literary methods, effects and contexts. 

P Evidence of personal response relevant to the question, supported from the text. 

C Expression will be clear and generally accurate. Structure will be sound – material coherently organised with occasional insights. Candidates will express intelligent, straightforward ideas clearly, though there may be occasional loss of fluency with points not always strongly connected. 

O Considers other opinions, weighs up different views with support from the text.

	10-13 
	LEVEL 3 
Solid work 
Work showing sound, sometimes quite detailed knowledge of the text, with some evidence of ability to use it in an appropriate way to address the task.  Understanding is likely to be partial and restricted to the more obvious aspects of texts.  There will be some reference to literary features of form and language.  
K Evidence of some ability to use relevant knowledge of the text to address the question. 

U Evidence of clear understanding of some ways in which writers’ choices of structure, form and language shape meanings, which may be partial and restricted to the more obvious aspects of the text. 

P Evidence of personal response to the text, with the beginnings of a personal view or interpretation, relevant to the question and supported from the text. 

C Expression will be mostly clear and appropriate with a clear, simple structure to the answer. Argument will be basically coherent, and assertive in tone. There is likely to be some reliance on paraphrase and narrative summary. Articulates simple ideas with clarity but there may be some imprecision and clumsiness of expression in dealing with more complex concepts. There may be occasional obscurity in the presentation of ideas and responses. 

O Considers other opinions, perhaps those expressed in the question; weighs up different views of a text. 

	6-9 
	LEVEL 2
Basic
Knowledge of the texts but limited ability to use it selectively to address the task.  There may be occasional errors of fact and inappropriate and inaccurate reference and quotation.  There will be some evidence of understanding and an attempt to engage with issues of literary context, form and language. 
K Evidence of some limited ability to use knowledge of the text to address the question, with occasional use of supporting references or quotation. 

U Evidence of some limited understanding of ways in which writers’ choices of structure, form and language shape meanings. 

P Evidence of some personal response to the text but not fully supported. 

C Expression will be basically clear. There may be the occasional confused passage of writing. However, there will be no sustained loss of communication. There may be a simple structure to the answer with some evidence of an argument, which may lack coherence, with some repetition, assertion and relapse into narrative summary/paraphrase. There may be a tendency to drift from relevant discussion into material of tangential significance. 

O Mentions other opinions perhaps those expressed in the wording of the question, and makes some attempt to consider different views of a text.

	0-5 
	LEVEL 1
Some Response   
Textual knowledge is likely to be narrative based and may contain errors. Towards the lower end of the Level work will be inadequate, where textual knowledge will be sketchy, superficial and marked by significant errors and omissions.  
K Evidence of some general knowledge of the text which may be narrative based and may contain errors, rarely relevant to the question and with little or no relevant quotation or selection from the text. 

U There may be little or no evidence of understanding of form, structure and language, with some appropriate points made in response to the question. These will be limited and tend to be restricted to plot and characters – the latter treated very much as “real” people. 

P There may be some signs of personal response, not developed into an argument and not fully supported from the text. 

C Communication will be insecure. Expression may be weak with some breakdown in communication. Structure may be lacking: answers are likely to be partial, undeveloped, narrative commentary in approach; with the assertion of simple points rather than progressive lines of argument.

 O Others’ opinions may be referred to in passing. 

Errors of grammar, punctuation and spelling will be commonplace.
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	LITERATURE IN ENGLISH - COURSEWORK

ASSESSMENT SUMMARY FORM 

A LEVEL   9695/08 


	Please put an asterisk (*) before the number of each candidate whose work is included in the sample being sent to CIE for moderation.

	Centre Number
	
	
	
	
	
	Centre Name
	
	June/November
	2
	0
	1
	8


	Candidate Number
	Candidate Name
	Teaching Group/
Set  (where applicable)
	
	Initial Mark for Essay 1

(out of 25)
	Initial Mark for Essay 2

(out of 25)


	
	FINAL MARK (after INTERNAL MODERATION)


(max 50)
	For CIE USE ONLY

Externally Moderated Mark
(max 50)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Name of teacher completing this form
	
	Signature
	
	Date
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	LITERATURE IN ENGLISH - COURSEWORK

Individual Candidate Cover Sheet 

A LEVEL   9695/08


	This form should be attached to the candidate’s coursework submission.

	Centre Number
	
	
	
	
	
	Centre Name
	
	June/November
	2
	0
	1
	8

	Candidate Number
	
	
	
	
	Candidate Name
	
	Teaching Group/Set
	


	
	Title of text, question set, date of completion, and marks awarded (out of 25)
	FINAL FOLDER MARK (out of 50) following internal moderation



	Essay 1
	
	

	Essay 2
	
	


Summative Comment (please continue on additional sheet if needed)

Authentication by teacher: 

I declare, to the best of my knowledge, that the work submitted is that of the candidate.  

SIGNATURE………………………………………………………………………………….       DATE……………………………………………………………………………..










