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4 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)  
 

Introduction 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International  
AS & A Level Art & Design (9704), and to show how candidate’s performance relates to the subject’s 
curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate’s work is derived from June 2017.  
 
The work is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This is 
followed by examiner comments on how the response could have been improved. In this way, it is possible 
for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
response.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help 
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme.  
 
The information about assessment objective has been given below.  
 

 
  
Other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support  
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How to use this booklet 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This section explains how the candidate could have 
improved their work. This helps you to interpret the 
standard of Cambridge exams and helps your learners to 
refine their exam technique. 

Personal studies submitted by real 
candidates.  

Discuss and analyse the example works 
with your learners in the classroom to 
improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 
alongside the candidates’ 
works. These explain 
where and why marks were 
awarded. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you 
can help your learners to 
refine their exam 
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Personal study 
 

Example Candidate Response 1 Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate has produced and 
presented a personal study which is 
well organised and considered. The 
layout is coherent and sections 
have titles. This is relevant to AO2 
and AO1.  
The introduction clearly states their 
intentions and the material they will 
be investigating. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
    The candidate shows 
engagement with the material and 
this is made clear through the 
organisation of the study and the 
hand drawn imagery interspersed 
throughout the text. This is awarded 
within AO1, AO2 and AO3. 
The quality of drawings and 
photographs are satisfactory in 
illustrating the discussion. 
 
    The annotations indicate the 
relevance of the imagery to the 
study and the candidate describes 
the symbolism and the traditional 
characters that feature within the 
tales. This is relevant to AO4 – the 
candidate shows competence in 
selecting and recalling information. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    The candidate has been diligent 
and organised in gathering 
information to outline the history 
and background of the traditional 
forms of puppetry. This provides 
the reader with a good 
understanding of the context and 
geographic location. This is 
awarded in AO4. The candidate is 
articulate and the thoughts are 
organised, this is relevant to AO2. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Within this chapter the candidate 
focuses on the practical and 
technical aspects of the puppetry 
and the performance. They 
demonstrate a competent 
understanding of the material and 
have communicated this clearly. 
This is awarded in AO3 and AO4. 
The candidate describes the 
materials and processes involved to 
produce the puppets. They identify 
the content and narratives explored 
through puppetry and the influence 
of mythology. This is relevant to 
AO3 and AO4. 
The material is presented in a 
logical format, AO2 and AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    On this page the candidate 
identifies the impact of technology 
and modern forms of entertainment 
on the traditional format of the 
performances. They also discuss 
the various ways in which the 
groups have diversified in order to 
preserve the traditions and making 
skills by producing handicrafts 
using the same materials and 
processes. This is relevant to AO1 
and AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate references the 
research material at the bottom of 
the page, relevant to AO2 and AO4. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

16 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 
 

Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Here the candidate produces 
illustrations to tell part of the stories 
told within the performances. This 
can be awarded within AO1 and 
AO3. 
The illustrations are purposeful and 
show the traditional style of the 
characters. The drawings are 
adequate for providing visual 
references in support of the text. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate shows ways in 
which the traditional imagery and 
skills could be developed to create 
jewellery and other saleable items.  
This indicates their engagement 
with the form and the preservation 
of the traditions. This is awarded in 
AO1. These illustrations are novel 
and become relevant later when the 
candidate conducts an interview 
with a local puppet maker. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is a direct transcript from the 
interview carried out and gives a 
good overview of the quality of 
questions asked and the responses 
given. The candidate has 
considered the questions in terms 
of the technical aspects and the 
impact this has on the audience 
experience. AO1 and AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The photograph supports the text 
and the readers understanding of 
back stage. AO2, AO3 and AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    A good range of questions which 
focus on technical aspects but also 
gathering professional opinion, 
AO4. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The questions asked provide an 
overview of how the traditional 
makers have diversified in order to 
make a living from their skills. The 
questions show a level of 
competence and good preparation 
by the candidate, AO1 and AO2. 
The information gathered is more 
factual than analytical. This is 
relevant to AO2 and AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     In response to the visit and 
interview the candidate has 
produced a lampshade using 
traditional materials, imagery and 
methods. This indicates their 
personal engagement and a 
practical approach. This is awarded 
within AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4 as 
it shows their level of understanding 
and the manipulation of the 
practical materials. 
The overall design indicates their 
understanding of aesthetics and 
how the visual elements are 
combined to tell the narrative. This 
is carried out to a satisfactory level. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
    A range of photographs used to 
illustrate the process and evidence 
of practical skills. AO2 and AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Further information that focus on 
the practical and technical aspects 
of the puppet making, the candidate 
indicates the research material 
used in the reference at the bottom 
of the page, AO4. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Further description of the making 
process and the materials used, 
relevant to AO3 and AO4.  
This demonstrates that the 
research has been carried out to a 
satisfactory level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

26 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 
 

Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Here the candidate indicates 
some of the traditional characters 
used within the performances. The 
commentary focuses on the 
materials they have used to 
replicate the figures, it doesn’t look 
at the symbolism of their character 
and form. This is awarded in AO1 
and AO3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Further illustrations which 
demonstrate an adequate ability to 
represent the forms and apply 
materials. Relevant to AO2 and 
AO3.  
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 
 

 
    This illustration has more 
relevance as it explores the way in 
which the figures may be obscured 
or seen within the performance. 
There is an understanding of how 
visual materials work to 
communicate this. The candidate’s 
use of tracing paper gives a feel of 
the silhouette and the use of 
shadow. This is awarded in AO2, 
AO3 and AO4. This is carried out to 
a satisfactory level. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    A novel idea from the candidate 
which shows an engagement with 
the subject and a keenness to find 
other ways to support and preserve 
the traditions of shadow puppetry, 
AO1. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The candidate produced a short 
film using their own puppets; this is 
a colourful page which combines 
illustration and photography. The 
candidate demonstrates their 
commitment to understanding the 
form through practical application. 
The commentary is descriptive and 
factual. AO1, AO3 and AO4. 
This shows independence.  
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate presents further 
facts about the traditions within 
shadow puppetry. AO2 and AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate continues to 
describe the traditional skills and 
materials. The candidate has 
interviewed a local artist to gain 
insight into the impact of TV on the 
traditions of shadow puppetry, AO4. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The organisation of the research 
and the way it is presented 
indicates a competent level of 
understanding and thorough 
research. This is relevant to AO2 
and AO4.  
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate has prepared a 
range of relevant questions and has 
recorded the responses in a 
methodical manner. To illustrate the 
point they were making they have 
included a photograph, AO2 and 
AO4.  
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    A hands-on and practical 
approach has been used to support 
the candidate’s Personal Study. 
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Within the comparison there is 
an attempt to carry out a short 
comparison of the two theatre 
groups and the various ways in 
which they have used their skills in 
another form to keep the traditions 
alive and make an income. The 
content is based on the interviews 
carried out and the observations 
made by the candidate and they 
are descriptive and factual. This is 
an adequate summative ending. 
This can be awarded in AO2 and 
AO4. 
 
 
Mark for AO1 = 16/25 
Mark for AO2 = 14/25 
Mark for AO3 = 14/25 
Mark for AO4 = 15/25 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded =  
59 out of 100 
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How the candidate could have improved their response 
 
The candidate could have improved their response through further investigation of the art form and the 
narratives explored. 
 
This was a practically engaged study, the personal engagement was evident through the visual aids 
supporting the study and the candidate’s involvement with creating and making their own objects and 
responses to the traditional art form. However, the quality of the illustrations was inconsistent and could have 
been more innovative in the application of materials. The candidate carried out a number of transcriptions of 
the imagery used within puppetry but this could have been developed beyond copies and they could have 
created their own characters in line with the form. The images were purely illustrative to support the written 
content. 
 
The candidate had researched how the theatres were diversifying through making handicrafts to sell, and 
identified the impact of contemporary forms of entertainment on the traditional art forms. This could have 
been more in-depth and compared with similar forms in other cultures to add breadth to the study. 
 
The figures and characters within traditional forms of shadow puppetry have significance and roles to play 
within the narrative, the candidate could have extended the discussion through the analysis of the characters 
and the symbolism involved in telling the tale. They could have talked more about the origins of the tales and 
looked at other art forms featuring these prominent figures within their culture. 
 
Overall the candidate presented the information in a clear, logical and visually exciting format but needed to 
develop a more rounded understanding of the art form by looking outside of their immediate location.  
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Example Candidate Response 2 Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    The cover indicates the content 
of the study through image and text 
and is clearly presented. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    This page contains a range of 
historical information, a quotation 
and photographs. This is awarded 
in AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. The 
page provides evidence for all 
AO’s.  
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    This is a good visual aid to 
support the rest of the study and 
gives context to the discussion. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    A great variety of photographs 
which indicates the candidate’s 
engagement with the project and 
the building. The various angles 
and viewpoints show an interest in 
the architecture and provide a 
visual reminder of the palace. This 
can be awarded in AO1 and AO3. 
Some photographs are better than 
others in describing the space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

42 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 
 

Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
    Within this page the candidate 
uses the information gathered from 
first hand sources to give insight 
into the development of the building 
and develop their own responses to 
the spaces. This is clearly seen in 
the presentation of the photographs 
and the variety of passages 
displayed. This can be awarded in 
AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. This 
shows a satisfactory level of 
engagement and application of 
research material. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Here the candidate is using 
architectural terms to describe the 
technical aspects of the building 
and has provided some clear 
photographs to visually indicate 
this. There is an adequate level of 
factual information and the 
candidate is recalling this in a 
logical and articular manner. This is 
relevant to all AO’s but there is 
more evidence in relation to AO2 
and AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The presentation, layout and the 
information on this page is clear 
and purposeful. The information is 
easy to access through the use of 
the photographs and the 
signposting. Relevant to AO2 and 
AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Further factual information in 
relation to the traditional forms 
within the area and local skills. 
There is some reference to other 
examples of the architectural forms. 
This could have been developed 
further through a comparison. This 
awarded in AO2 and AO4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

46 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 
 

Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate demonstrates the 
ability to organise their thoughts 
and the research material in a 
logical manner. Breaking the 
different features down into 
sections provides the opportunity to 
focus on the terminology, the 
architectural history of the feature 
and show visual examples of this. 
This is awarded in AO2. AO3 and 
AO4. The information is factual and 
historical, and could have been 
developed further by comparing 
other forms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 47 
 

Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate has presented 
information in a clear manner. They 
have used their knowledge to 
identify the specific location of 
water within the grounds and where 
this should be placed in relation to 
the building. The visual aids are 
rewarded within AO3 and the 
information is relevant to AO2 and 
AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Interesting facts have been 
gathered from first hand research, 
AO4. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate has demonstrates 
their ability to develop a more 
personal response to the building 
through their discussion of the 
effect of light and shade within the 
space. They have used their own 
and found imagery to illustrate this. 
This is relevant to AO1, AO2, AO3 
and AO4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate has appropriately 
acknowledged the use of 
secondary material to support their 
study.  
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Interesting images showing 
some indication of ability to explore 
the visual elements to communicate 
their ideas, AO1 and AO3. 
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The bibliography gives a good 
indication of the range and quality 
of material that the candidate has 
looked at to inform the study. This 
can be awarded in AO1 and AO4. 
 
 
 
     The candidate has used a mix of 
first hand sources alongside 
secondary material from books and 
websites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark for AO1 = 12/25 
Mark for AO2 = 11/25 
Mark for AO3 = 13/25 
Mark for AO4 = 11/25 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded =  
47 out of 100 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Component 4 

 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 51 
 

How the candidate could have improved their response 
 
The candidate could have improved their response by gathering more in-depth information and comparing 
different aspects with either another building or other art forms within their culture. The content was 
informative and much of the written content was descriptive. The information was technical and historical but 
the study was not analytical as it had nothing to compare it to. 
 
In general the study lacked analysis and would have benefitted from looking at another example, identifying 
common features within other art forms or making connections to aspects which were of cultural significance. 
There could have been some discussion around the use of materials in the past and the materials used in 
the present. There was an opportunity to discuss materials and processes in more depth in the chapter that 
focused on the flooring. The candidate identified why certain materials and processes were no longer used 
but could have given some contemporary examples that had the same look but achieved through modern 
technology. 
 
The discussion of the palace was brief and this could have been extended through more in-depth 
investigation, for example when looking at the placement of the water feature the candidate could have given 
further explanation of why the they were located in a specific part of the grounds. Looking at other palaces 
with similar features would have supported the study. 
 
The bibliography gives a clear overview of the research material gathered. Whilst the candidate has used a 
mix of primary and secondary sources the list is not extensive. If the candidate had a wider range of material 
to explore initially they would be better informed about the architectural features and the wider arts before 
focusing on the Palace. This would have provided a richer and more involved study. 
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